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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF COMPILERS. 



The New Hampshire Register is a work whose impor- 
tance is greatest during the year of its issue. Its value 
afterwards declines. In a few years it is so generally 
considered unworthy of preservation that the larger part 
of every edition is destroyed. 

To persons interested in New Hampshire history, how- 
ever, its importance increases with its age, and a full 
series of its issues since 1772, to the present time forms 
a reference work of very great value. As each number 
is very largely but a record of official names, arranged in 
an established order, the brief index which it contains 
suffices for temporary use. 

Latterly, however, since collections of all or of consid* 
erable portions of its annual issues have been made and 
found to be magazines of important historical facts, the 
want of a general index of these, which are scattered 
throughout the whole series, has been experienced. To 
meet this, this little volume has been compiled. 

The first N. H. Register was published in 1772. Sub- 
sequently, one was issued in each of the following years « 
— 1787, 1788, 1789, 1794, 1795, 1796. Two were pub- 
lished in 1797, and one in 1798, making ten in the last 
century. 

During the present century, a Register has been issued 



every year except that of 1868. Two were published in 
1801, 1811, 1812, 1813, 1816, 1833, and 1834, making 
one hundred and six ; * and one hundred and sixteen from 
the beginning, in 1772. If to these there be added the 
sixteen Political Manuals for 1 857-1 872, inclusive, and 
the three People Political Hand- Books for 1874, 1876, 
and 1877, the whole series will numb^ one hundred 
and thirty-five, containing an aggregate of thirty thousand 
and thirty (30,030) pages. * 

While we have but little certain knowledge of the 
compilers of the Registers of the last century, the names 
of their publishers have been preserved: D. and R. 
Fowle, of Portsmouth, having published that of 1772; 
George Jerry Osborne, of Portsmouth, those of 1787, 
1788, and 1789 ; Eliphalet Ladd, of Dover, that of 1794 ; 
Stearns & Winslow, of Exeter, that of 1795 ; Henry Ran- 
let, of Exeter, those of 1796, 1797, and 1798; and Sam- 
uel Bragg, of Dover, one of 1797. 

The compilers of most of the Registers of the present 
century are well known. 

Dr. SAMUEL CURTIS. 
I 800- I 809. 

Dr. Samuel Curtis, of Amherst, prepared for the press 
the first ten Registers of this century, viz., those of 1800- 
1809. These contain only annual calendars, and the 

* For a more particidar account of these various issues, refer- 
ence may be had to the ** Collection of New Hampshire Reeris- 
ters, with note and comment thereon, by Joseph A. Stickney, 
Great Falls, N. H.; Fred L. Shapleifirh, Book and Job Printer, 
1887." 



usual United States and state statistical matter. The 
first, second, and fourth of these were printed at Exeter, 
by H. Ranlet; the third, at Walpole, by D. & T. Car- 
lysle ; the remaining six, at Amherst, by Joseph Gushing. 

Dr. Curtis was for many years a marked character in 
the town of his adoption. He was a native of Sharon, 
Mass., a graduate of Harvard College, in 1766, a doctor 
of medicine, and served for a time as a surgeon in the 
Army of the Revolution. He came to Amherst about 
1789, where, after relinquishing his profession, he became 
a tavern keeper and an apothecary, keeping his drug 
shop in his inn. 

The doctor had, or thought that he had, an aptitude 
for a wide range of employments. He not only kept a 
tavern and a drug shop, but compiled Registers, was a 
grantee of the Aurean Academy,- in 1791, and of the 
Amherst Social Library in 1797, was a Justice of the 
Peace in 1802, and, for a period, the ringer of the meet- 
ing-house bell, at a salary of twenty-four dollars a year. 
From 1800 on for several years, he was postmaster of 
the town, and in 181 1 he was a member of the school 
committee. 

He seems to have been active, credulous, useful, garru- 
lous, and for years one of the best known citizens of this 
celebrated old shire town of Hillsborough county. He 
died, in 1822, at the age of seventy-four years. 

JOHN A. HARPER. 
1801. 

Two Registers for the year 1801 were published, one 
compiled by Dr. Curtis, as already mentioned, and one 



by John A. Harper, of Sanbomton, entitled The United 
States Repository and New Hampshire Register. 

Mr. Harper was the son of William Harper, of San- 
bomton, was born November 2, 1779, was educated at 
Phillips Exeter Academy, studied law with Thomas W. 
Thompson, then of Salisbury, and with Judge Jeremiah 
Smith, of Exeter, and began the practice of his profes- 
sion at Sanbomton, about 1802. Some four years later, 
he removed to Meredith. He held several public offices, 
being clerk of the New Hampshire Senate, from 1805 to 
1809 ; Representative from Meredith in the N. H; Legis- 
lature in 1809 and 18 10, and a member of the United 
States Congress in 18 10 and 181 1. He died on the 
ninth day of July, 1816, in the 37th year of his age. 

DUDLEY LEAVITT. 
T811-1817. 

Dudley Leavitt, best known for fifty years as a maker 
of almanacs, was a compiler of the N. H. Register from 
1811 to 1817, and perhaps for a few years longer. He 
was the first to introduce to its pages brief mentions of 
memorable historic events, which added to the interest 
and value of the work. Mr. Leavitt was a marked man 
in his day, and, through his almanacs, was probably 
known to more persons in New Hampshire than any 
other man. For nearly half a century he lived in Mere- 
dith, where he carried on a farm, and, at the same time, 
taught school, and made Almanacs and Registers. He 
also revised school, books, and prepared them for the 
press. Previous to his removing to Meredith, in 1806, 



he had edited the Gilmanton Gazette. He was very fre- 
quently designated as ** Master Leavitt," an appellation 
particularly apt, as descriptive of the habits and character 
of the man. No one who has ever seen his portrait, in 
the library of the N. H. Historical Society, can doubt 
that in him is found a fine type of the professional 
schoolmaster of the olden time. He was very highly 
respected, and of much intelligence, particularly along 
mathematical, historical, and scientific lines. 

Mr. Leavitt was a descendant of John Leavitt, who 
came to this country from England, as early as 1628, 
and on his mother's side of William Hilton. He was 
bom at Exeter, on the twenty- third day of May, 1772, 
and lived to the mature age of nearly eighty years, dying 
on the fifteenth of September, 185 1. 

JOHN FARMER. 
1822-1838. 

Dr. John Farmer compiled the seventeen Registers 
for the years 1822 to 1838 inclusive.* He greatly 
enriched them by the addition of important historical 
matter. 

Dr. Farmer was admirably fitted, both by native apti- 
tude and by education, for this kind of work. Although 
possessed of a delicate constitution and very limited phys- 
ical strength, regularity and simplicity of living enabled 
him, in the course of a life of but moderate length, to 

^ 

* The title of " Doctor " seems to have attached to him from 
the fact that at one time he had griven some attention to the 
study of medicine and was an apothecary. But he was never a 
medical practitioner. 
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perform an amount of literary work which will astonish 
any one who comprehends its extent and chai^cter. 

He was bom in Chelmsford, Mass., June 12, 1789. 
At the age of sixteen he went to Amherst where he 
served for five years as a clerk in a store. But his phys- 
ical strength proving inadequate to the demands of this 
employment, he relinquished it for that of teaching. 
This he followed until 1821, when, at the age of thirty- 
two, he removed to Concord, and became an apothecary. 
But his heart was never in this business, which he pur- 
sued merely for a livelihood. His inclination was for 
historical study and composition. To these he subse- 
quently gave his whole attention. 

As evidence of this bent of his mind, we find his name 
among those of the thirty-one founders of the New 
Hampshire Historical Society in 1823, and whose corres- 
ponding secretary he was fi*om 1825 to 1840. 

Very soon after his removal to Concord, he became the 
compiler of the N. H. Register, a work which he laid 
down only with his life. During the first three years of 
his residence there (i 821-1824), he was associated "with 
Jacob B. Moore in preparing the three volumes of Farmer 
and Moore's Historical Collections, and in preparing the 
New Hampshire Gazetteer, which was published in 1823. 
Both of these works afford proof, not only of the industry 
and fidelity of the parties who prepared them, but of the 
debt which posterity will ever owe them for the preserva- 
tion of innumerable facts of value, which, but for their 
efforts, would have long since been irretrievably lost. 

In 1829, Dr. Farmer published his Register of the 
first settlers of New England, the first extended work of 



the kind which appeared in this country. Two years 
later, he published an annotated edition of Belknap^s 
History of New Hampshire, with the intention, tradition 
says, of continuing it to his own time. During the issue 
of the first five volumes of the Collections of the N. H. 
Historical Society, with the exception of the second, he 
was a member of its Committee of Publication. 

About 1836, Hon. Richard Bartlett, formerly Secre- 
tary of State, but then a resident of New York City, read 
before this society a very able paper upon the subject of 
the Preservation of Public Records. Its presentation was 
timely, and directed public attention to our own State 
archives, then in a confused, dilapidated, and perishing 
condition. 

Of this fcict Governor Hill apprised the Legislature, in 
1836, which at once took measures for their proper 
arrangement and preservation, a work, the satisfactory 
performance of which required an accurate knowledge of 
the State's early history, together with an ability to prop- 
erly select, arrange, and gather into appropriate volumes 
the scattered, torn, and at times hardly legible records of 
nearly two hundred years. 

By general assent, Dr. Farmer was, par eminence, the 
man for this work. To him it was committed. To it he 
devoted some of the last years and months of his life. 
The ponderous volumes in the safes of the State Secre- 
tary's office attest the rare judgment 'and fidelity with 
which he executed this arduous trust. 

All the way from 1821 to 1837, when he had nearly 
completed this last work, publications of his were con- 
tinually coming from the press, which at once commanded 
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the attention of genealogists and historians. His name 
was being carried to all parts of this country and beyond 
the sea. Important historical societies honored him 
with membership, and Dartmouth College conferred upon 
him her degree of Master of Arts. The modest, delicate, 
and gentle historian had become &mous. 

The writer of this sketch of his life remembers Dr. 
Farmer, as a boy remembers a man whom he saw occa- 
sionally upon the street. He was of medium height, and 
size. His &ce was always pale. He had a mild . blue 
eye and lightish hair. His general air was that of a 
gentleman of kindly spirit and downright sincerity. As 
a companion he was entertaining and manifested much 
interest in the young, for whose use, in part, he prepared 
his Catechism of the history of New Hampshire. He 
was a careful reader of the Holy Scriptures, and a man of 
broad religious views and sympathies. He was an ear- 
nest abolitionist. He belonged to no church, but at his 
funeral, in August, 1838, the Rev. Dr. Bouton remarked 
that **he loved the good of every name, and cheerfvdly 
united with them in all approved efforts and measures 
for the advancement of truth and righteousness.'' 

JACOB B. MOORE. 
I 839-1 840. 

Mr. Jacob B. Moore, to whom allusion has already 
been made as a co-worker with Dr. Farmer, naturally 
succeeded him in the preparation of the N. H. Register. 
The two men had similar literary tastes, and it is not 
surprising to find the two Registers which Mr. Moore 



11 

compiled similar in character to those of his former 
associate. 

Mr. Moore was a native of Andover, and was born 
October 31, 1797. He came to Concord in early life, 
and was for many years identified with its interests. He 
was first a printer, and subsequently a publisher and 
bookseller. 

To his literary labors already alluded to should be 
added his Annals of Concord, and Memoir of the Pena- 
cook Indians, his Laws of Trade in the United States, 
his Memoirs of American Governors, and other impor- 
tant papers contributed to the volumes of the N. H. His- 
torical Society, and to the columns of the N. H. Journal 
of which he was the editor from 1826 to 1829. 

In 1839, or thereabouts, he removed to New York city 
where he became an editor of the New York Whig. He 
subsequently held a government office at Washington, 
upon relinquishing which he returned to New York, and 
became the librarian of the New York Historical Society. 

He was afterwards one of the early settlers of Cali- 
fornia, and from 1849 ^^ ^^53 ^^^ postmaster of San 
Francisco. He died at Bellows Falls, Vermont, Septem- 
ber I, 1853. 

ASA FOWLER. 

1841-1844. 

Asa Fowler, of Concord, was the next person to take 
charge of the N. H. Register. He compiled the four 
numbers issued between 1841 and 1844. These evince 
statistical fidelity but lack the historical matter which had 
given additional interest to those of Leavitt, Farmer, and 
Moore. 
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Mr. Fowler, known since 1855 as Judge Fowler, was 
bom in Pembroke in 1 8 1 1 , graduated at Dartmouth C0I-. 
lege in 1838, and died at San Rafael, California, May 5, 
1885. He was admitted a member of the Merrimack 
Bar in 1837, and opened an office in Concord, which was 
his residence for the rest of his life. 

For a time he was associated in business with Gen. 
Franklin Pierce, and subsequently with Hon. William E. 
Chandler. From time to time he was called to positions 
of public trust, serving repeatedly as a member of the 
Legislature, for many years as a member of the Concord 
Board of Education, and from 1855 to 1861 as an Asso- 
ciate Justice, of the Supreme Court. 

All through life Judge Fowler manifested a marked 
interest in general literature. Soon after his advent to 
Concord, he was associated for a time with Hon. Moody 
Currier in editing the Concord Literary Gazette. In the 
latter part of his life, when the acquisition of property, 
had become to him a matter of comparative unimpor- 
tance, he devoted much time to travel and to the study 
of important English authors. For several years he ren- 
dered great service to the literary club of which he was a 
member. 

G. PARKER LYON. 
1845-1865. 

Mr. G. Parker Lyon compiled and published the N. 
H. Register from 1845 to 1865. Every one of his twen- 
ty-one Registers bears witness to the thoroughness of his 
researches, particularly among such of our early state and 
other histonc records as he had occasion to examine. 




was bom 
t.y luc iic was a DOSTon schoolmas- 
ter, and his friend, Mr. Moody Kent, used often to speak 
of him as ** Master Lyon." He subsequently left teach- 
ing and became a member of the bookselling and pub- 
lishing firm of Marsh, Capen & Lyon, of Boston. About 
1829, he removed to Concord where the firm had a 
branch store. Here he ever after continued to reside. 

By the failure of the firm he lost his property, but not 
his courage. He soon afterwards started in business 
anew and alone, as a publisher of law books and law 
blanks mainly. Among these were sundry volumes of 
the New Hampshire Law Reports, Chase's Probate 
Directory, Bell's Justice and Sheriff, and Fox and Bell's 
Town Officer. He also published some works of an his- 
torical or statistical character, among which were his New 
Hampshire Registers, the History of Dunbarton, and the 
Life of Gen. John Stark. In this business he continued 
until his death, which occurred April 6, 1865. 

EDSON C. EASTMAN. 
I 866-1 867. 

Some time after Mr. Lyon's death, Mr. Edson C. 
Eastman, of Concord, the well known publisher and 
bookseller, became the proprietor of the N. H. Register, 
and was its compiler and publisher for the years 1866 
and 1867. 

In the latter year he sold it to McFarland and Jenks, 
who merged it with the Political Manual which they had 
published since 1857. The combined work appeared the 
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next year as The New Hampshire Political Manual and 
Annual Register, a, name which it retained until 1872, 
after which it ceased to exist. 

GEORGE E. JENKS. 
1857-1872. 

The Political Manual, first issued by McFarland and 
Jenks, in 1857, originally consisting of little more than 
the last previous election returns, grew by degrees to a 
first-class Register. Besides the ordinary official rolls, 
which form the bulk of an ordinary work of this kind, 
into each number was introduced important historical 
matter. From first to last, it was compiled by Mr. 
George E. Jenks, who had a marked taste for historical 
and statistical studies, and gave to the preparation of 
this manual much time and careful research. 

Upon coming to Concord, in 1845, ^^ ^^^ ^S^ ^^ 
seventeen, Mr. Jenks entered as an apprentice the print- 
ing office of Mr. Asa McFarland, and became in time one 
of the best printers in the State. Five years later, the 
co-partnership of McFarland & Jenks was formed, of 
which he became the junior member. 

The public, from time to time, made calls upon him 
for service, to which he responded as he had opportunity, 
and ably. In 1873 and 1874, ^^ was a member of the 
House of Representatives. For thirteen years he was 
State Auditor of Printers' accounts. He also served for 
a time as Secretary, and again as President of the New 
Hampshire Press Association. In 1880, he was ap- 
pointed by the General Government as Supervisor of the 
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census of New Hampshire. The duties of this office he 
discharged with much ability. 

REGISTERS SINCE 1868. 

In 1869, the Claremont Manufacturing Company, of 
Claremont, started a new Register, entitled The New 
Hampshire Register and Farmers'* Almanac, In 1882, 
its publication was transferred from Claremont to White 
River Junction, Vermont, where it has been issued by 
the White River Paper Company, until 1891. This year 
it has been published at Burlington, Vermont, by the 
Home Publishing Company. 

Each Register, beginning with that of 1869, contains 
a full Business Directory, of all the cities and towns of 
the State, a feature of much importance and unknown to 
previous Registers. If the publishers should see fit to 
restore to it that of introducing to each successive num- 
ber brief historical memoranda, which so greatly enhanced 
the value of the Registers compiled by Leavitt, Farmer, 
Moore, Lyon, and Jenks, their Registers would be well- 
nigh perfect. 

J. B. W. 

Concord, N. H., Jan. 23, 1892. 
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ABBRByiA.TioNS. — RegriBteis are designated by the years of 
their issues. The figures following these indicate the pages 
referred to. When reference is made to a Register not of the 
regular series, an abbreviation of the name of its compiler or 
publisher is placed before the year of its issue. 

G. stands for Coolidge. 

G. stands for George. 

H. & G. stands for Hill and Goolidge. 

M. & F. stands for Mein and Fleeming. 

O. stands for Osborne. 

P. H. stands for People Political Hand-Book. 

P. M. stands for Political Manual. 
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A change of place changes not the mind 

A friend must love, but he who loves is not always a 

friend 

Ab actu ad posse valet consecutio 

Abbott, Daniel 

Abemethy, Dr G. 

Abolition Society, N. H 

Acts of June session, 1854 

Academies of N. H., 1787 et seq 

Academies, funds of 

Academy of Arts and Sciences in Gonnecticut,1823 et seq. 

Academy, Kimball Union 

Academy, Northern, of Arts and Sciences 

Accusare nemo se debut, nisi coram Deo 

Act of non-intercourse with England G. 

Adams, John I8ll : 23 ; 

Adams, William 

Adet, French Minister 
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AdmiBsions of States to the Union ttom. 1791 to 1864* P. M. 1868 : 209 
Adoption by the Thirteen Original States of their re- 
spective written constitutions P. H. 1876: 46 

Aggregate vote for Governor, from 1793 to 1869 P. M. 1869 : 22 

Agricultural Societies, 1818 et seq 1818: 76 

Agriculture in New Hampshire 1812:29; 18^: 129 

Ainsworth, Laban 1889 : 1A6 

Aix-la^hapelle taken by the French 1811 : 26 

Alcide, the 1811 : 17 

Alexander 1 1811 : 9 ; 1816 : 27 ; 1817 : 11 

Algiers, Peace with G. 1833:13 

All Fools' Day P. M. 1872 : 11 

Allen, Ethan G. 1834:2 

Allen, Paul 1827:136 

Allen, Samuel 1828:8; 1849:19,20; 1868:22 

Almanack 1831 : 2 

Alumni of Yale, Harvard, and New Jersey Colleges 1827 : 87 

Amendments of Constitution, proposed, Convention of 

1860 1863:38 

America discovered 1816: 21 ; 1817 : 21 

American Academy of Languages and Belles Lettres. . . 

1823 et seq. 1823:72 

Antiquarian Society 1822 et seq. 1822 : 143 

Asylum for Deaf and Dumb 1822 et seq. 1822:92 

Education Society 1826 et seq. 1826: 107 

Lit., Scientific, and Mil. Academy 1823 et seq. 1823 : 72 

Philosophical Society I823etseq. 1823:69 

Tract Society 1824 et seq. 1824: 83 

Vessels, seizure of C. 1816 : 7 

Americans, defeat of, at the Baisin 1816 : 6 

Americans, the, surrender near Beaver Dam 1817 : 16 

Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, sed magis arnica Veritas 1848 : 14 

Anderson, Richard C 1827: 136 

Andover, Theological Institute 1822 et seq. 1822 : 68 

Andr^, Major 1811:23; G. 1833:12; 1849:19 

AndroB, Edmund 1828: 7 ; 1868:21, 22 

Annual meetings in the several States 1838 : 138, 130 

Anti-Slavery Society, New Hampshire 1841 : 96 

April .....P.M. 1872:11 

Argus, the, launch of 1816:6; 1816:6; 1817:6 

Armistice between the armies of Bonaparte and of the 

allies... 1817:17 

Armories. Public 1814 : 130 
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Armstrongr, Gren., the, destroyed C. 1816 : 21 

Army, American, disbanded 1816: 25 

Army Rolls of Revolution 1847: 20 

Arnold's desertion '. 1811 : 21 

Arrangrement of the Years P. M. 1872 : 17, 18 

Asylum for the Insane, New Hampshire 1841 : 97 

Assembly of New Hampshire, last meetings of 1849 : 22 

Associate Justices of United States Supremfe Court from 

1789 to 1863 P. M. 1868 : 214, 215 

Asteroids. P. M. 1872 : 14 

Atherton, Charles G 1855 ; 162 

Atherton, Charles H 1854 : 143 

Attorneys, New Hampshire, list of 1772 et seq. 1772 : 10 

•Attorneys-General, 1680-1847 1847 : 16, 17 

Attorneys of New Hampshire admitted to practice in 

Circuit and District Courts of U. S 1798 : 36 

Augrust, original name of P. M. 1872 : 3 

Aurora Borealis, discovery of 1817 : 9 

Austerlitz G. 1833 : 14 

Ayer, Richard H 1854:143 

Ayer, Samuel H 1855: 162 

B. 

Badger, Joseph 1848: 18 

Badger, William 1853 : 174 

Bailies, William '. 1827: 135 

Baker, Jonas 1829: 65 

Baker, William 1815 : 9 ; 1816 : 9 ; 1817 : 9 

Balloon, first ascension of, in England 181 1 : 21 

Bankruptcy 1843:143 

Banks in New Hampshire 1795 et seq. 1795: 79 

Banks in United States 1837 : 139 

Baptist Convention in New Hampshire 1827 et seq. 1827 : 98 

Baref oote, Walter 1849 : 18 ; 1858 : 21 

Barristers in New Hampshire 1772 ; 9, 10 

Bartlett, Ichabod 1855 : 162 

Bartlett, Josiah 1839:140 

Bartlett, Levi 1829 : 65 

Bartlett, Richard 1838:141,142 

Barton, George S 1858: 178 

Bartram, John 1838:4 

Bastile 1817:17; G. 1833:9 
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Battle at Lower Sandusky 1816:19 

Battle between Bonaparte and the Allies, His return 

from Elbe 1816: 7 

Bayard and Gallatin, Envoys 1815:13 

Beard, Albin 1865: 167 

Beaulieu, General 1811 : 13 

Becwith, Governor, proclamation of C. 1816 : 26 

Behringr, Captain 1817: 16 

Belcher, Jonathan 1829:19; 1849:20; 1858:22 

Belgrrade, battle of 1811 : 19 

Bell, James 1868 : 177 

Bell, Luther V 1864: 167 

Bell, Samuel 1862 : 164 
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